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PAGE THREE 


by Tike Chrisman 
THE BARBARIANS ARE ARE AT THE GATES 


Listen, I didn’t much care when there was all that ballyhoo some years back about 
how to use the word “hopefully.” The way some people carried on, you’d have thought 
aliens had landed and were carrying off Monday night football. You weren’t supposed to 
Say stuff like “hopefully, I’1l see you tomorrow,” because what that really meant was “T’ll 
See you tomorrow with a hopeful attitude.” Well, this nit-picking approach was like 
shovelling cowpies into a hurricane, because we’d been saying things like “mercifully, no 
One was hurt” for decades, and weall knew exactly what that meant. I have to admit, though, 
I personally never use that word to start an expression, and hopefully never will. 

Likewise, I haven’t got all flummoxed about hearing people who should know 
better saying “anyways.” “Anyways” is what the grammar police call substandard English, 
meaning if you say things like that you’ll be pointed out as somebody who wasn’t a 
humanities major in college. 

And although I dislike it immensely, I concede I’ve lost the battle with “alot.” 
“Alot”is not a word, people — but I can understand how the great majority of Americans 
who went to school in the seventies and eighties (the scholastically-impaired years) might 
think it is. “Already” is a word, as is “altogether.” And even a lot of editors don’t catch it 
when somebody writes “alright,” which by most authorities is not. 

But there’s one piece of crud I’m never gonna give up on. It’s stupid; it’s illiterate; 
itjustdoesn’ tmake sense. Stay withmehere. Untilacouple of years ago, if you were talking 
to somebody, and they were giving you a piece of their mind, they might say, “The thing 
is, Ijustdon’t believe her.” Or, “The problem is that there aren’t enough cops on the street.” 
Or, “My belief is neither candidate has the brains of an otter.” But folks don’t start a 
sentence like that anymore, nossir. Now they go (read slowly, now): “The thing is, is I just 
don’t believe her.” Or “My belief is, is that you’re full of prunes.” Why are people doing 
this?! Why are they saying “is” twice?? Why did this all of asudden sweep the nation? It’s 
like a computer virus has infected our speech centers, and we don’t even know it! 

For awhile I thought this might be a disease just limited to administrative types, 
because I used to work with a couple of them who’d say, “The thing is, is...” as soon as look 
at you, and they were perfect examples of the old adage that fuzzy speech means fuzzy 
thinking. Then I started to hear callers on talk radio saying it. But I realized we'd better 
grab some trustworthy priests to administer civilization’s last rites when I heard Dr. Jack 
Kevorkian saying it recently on National Public Radio. Kevorkian! Here’s a guy who’s in 
the news every day of the week — a guy who’s had to answer thousands of incredibly 
difficult and probing questions, and this character doesn’t even pay enough attention to his 
own speech patterns to hear himself say, “The thing is, is this is a medical matter.” 

So I’m proposing a disinfectant. Whenever I hear somebody say “The thing is, 
is...” I’m gonna nail ’em. You should too. I’m gonna say, “Huh-uh. Listen to what you 
just said. The thing isn’t is, is. The thing may be one fact or opinion; it may be another. 
It may be a whole rabbit warren of personal convictions. But the thing doesn’t blunder or 
stammer or repeat itself unless you make it. The thing stands on its own. It simply is.” 
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TRAY ASTER. AT (A13)733-2500 


| guess you saw in the paper 
where they booed Shinehead 
O'Connor off the stage. When she 
showed up at Madison Square Gar- 
den for the Bob Dylan tribute, she 
couldn't finish her song because of 
all the boos. Normally you have to 
be a different kind of Irish — a Bos- 
ton Celtic — to get a response like 
that in the Garden. 

But then this hasn’t been a 
good year for free speech in New 
York City. Two weeks before that 
the governor of Pennsylvania was 
asked to speak at Cooper Union, the 
historic Greenwich Village lecture 
hall where Abraham Lincoln deliv- 
ered his first speech opposing sla- 
very. The governor's speech, “Can 
a Liberal Be Pro-Life?”, was never 
delivered. Every time the governor 
opened his mouth, he was drowned 
out by pro-choice protesters. They 
were so loud and nasty about it that 
even Nat Hentoff, the Village Voice 
columnist who is probably the fore- 
most First Amendment advocate in 
the country, couldn’t get them to 
shut up. 

Actually, this kind of thing is 


SAVE £150 on MCAT! 
SAVE £100 on LSAT, GMAT & GRE! 


e Place a deposit by December 15% ° 


CANNOT BE APPLIED RETROACTIVELY OR IN COMBINATION WITH 
ANY OTHER OFFER. AMHERST OFFICE ONLY. 
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going on all over the country, this 
shouting thing, this noise violence. 
The only reason I’msingling out New 
York is that here we have a city that 
prides itself on being diverse, open, 
tolerant, the home of the United Na- 
tions, the place that welcomes gays, 
minorities, foreigners, that does more 


for the homeless than anyplace else. 


— in other words, a place that's 
proud of coping with whatever gets 
thrown at it. 

Andevenin thisplace, people 
are shouted down, drowned out, 
denied the right to speak, sing, per- 
form. 

What's going on here? 

What's going on is that no- 
body believes in free speech any- 
more, because nobody really knows 
whatitis. Of all the letters of support 
I've received over the years, |'ve 
never gotten even one that said, “I 
believe that anybody ought to be 
allowed to say anything. Period. No 
exceptions.” 

That's free speech. 

What people say instead is, 
“I believe in free speech, but | don’t 
think those panhandlers should be 


7 ™~ 


allowed -in the airport, because 
they’re disturbing people who are 
minding their own business.” (Why 
do you think they want to be in the 
airport? Why do you think they re 
talking so loudly?) 

* “Or, “I believe in free speech, 
but these organizations like the Ku 
Klux Klan, that advocate violence, 
should only be given parade permits 
when we can be certain there won't 
be any conflicts with other groups.” 
(The reason the Klan wants the per- 
mitis to make certainthere is co nflict 
with other groups.) 

Or, “I believe in free speech, 
but | don’tthink writers should abuse 
that privilege by printing things be- 
fore they know the facts.” (The First 
Amendment is nota privilege. Its a 
right. \f we knew all the facts, we’d 
be God.) 

Or, “I believe in free speech, 
but those Malcolm X supporters on 
the corner, shouting through the 
bullhorn, were inciting people to riot.” 
(If mere words can “incite to riot,” 
then why aren’t you — the person 
who witnessed the bullhorn shout- 
ing — rioting yourself?) 
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Q. What-are “sumptuary laws”? 

A. Those legally enforceable dress 
codes of the 1600s, enacted to 
differentiate the social classes. One 
sumptuary law authorized only rich 
people to wear lace — the richer, the 
lacier. 

The mother with three or more chil- 
dren tends to live longer than the 
mother with an only child. 

The Middle Dutch word “wijsseggher”’ 
meant “soothsayer,” which is where 
we get “wiseacre.” 

In the Soviet Union of 10 years ago, a 
third of all the retail grocery money 
was spent on liquor. 
American patriot Thomas Paine, who 
uttered the famous phrase “Give me 
liberty, or give me death!”, was 
actually sentenced to death in both 
France and England. He died of old 
age. 

Ona map of Egypt, Upper Egypt is 
the lower part; Lower Egypt is the 
upper part. 


The name Renee means “reborn.” 


Downstairs at Thornes 


150 Main Street © Northampton, MA 


(413)586-8017 


Take it 28 LEAVE IT py LM. Boyd 


Q. Who invented the flat-bottomed 
paper bag? 

A. Margaret Knight, in 1869. She's 
described in the historical records as a 
grade school dropout. Nothing 
unusual about that back then; most 
people were grade school dropouts. 
All of Europe has fewer kinds of trees 
than grow irf North Carolina. 
People in Santa Barbara, California, 
eat out an average of five times a 
week. The city has 85,000 inhabitants 
and 400 restaurants. 
Bostonians in 1788 made it illegal to 
wear gloves at a funeral. 

It has been said that grandpaents and 
grandchildren get along so well 
together because they have a com- 
mon enemy. 

In Dublin, Ireland, authorities decided 
to tear down the Old Newgate jail and 
build a new one in exactly the same 
place. First thing they did was pass a 
law decreeing that prisoners had to 
remain in the old jail until the new one 
was finished. 


1 


~ 
2 
vu 
= 
3 
(2) 
ee 
= 
c 
S 
u 
_—y 
3 
J 
i) 
= 
rw 


— The 
Raw 
- Carrot 


Juice Bar 


A delightfully different place to eat. 


Nut shake 
(Vanilla or Carob Soymilk, add 
Banana, Maple, and Ice Bean, 
Plus your Choice of Almonds, 
Hazelnuts, Peanuts or Walnuts) 

q Berry Frappe 

(Almond Milk, Ice Bean, plus your 
choice of Raspberry, Blackberry 
Strawberry, or Blueberry) 

§ Wheatgrass Hopper 

' (Wheatgrass, Pineapple, Mint) 

Open 

Mon-Fri: 9am -92M 

Sat: 11am—82M 

Sun: 11am—52em 


Call ahead for take-outs 


549-4240 


Q. All the serious actors want to play 
> “Hamlet.” Why? 
A. It’s the longest role — 1,422 lines 
— in any of Shakespeare's plays. 


The sloth is so slow that other size- 
able creatures often take up residence 
in its fur. 


Those Europeans who tend to live the 
longest are the inhabitants of Crete. 
Nutritionists who tried to figure out 
why decided to credit olive oil. 


More than half of the U.S. accountants 
are women. 
Used to be a lot of whales in the 
Hudson River. 

In the Netherlands, people gesture 
that somebody is crazy by grabbing at 
an imaginary fly in front of their face. 
In Italy, they tap their fingertips 
against the forehead. Here, it’s 
twirling the index finger in a-circular 
motion around your ear. Please note 
that in Australia this twirling motion 
means something else: “You're 
wanted on the phone.” 


Cats sometimes purr when in pain. 


— 


pat 


Long after the 
tree’s in the trash, 


CHECK BOX & INCLUDE CHECK & SEND TO 


POB 515 Northam 
enei5 66 pton, MA, 01061 


Q. How'd “the real McCoy” come to 
mean “the genuine article”? 


A. Credit an African-American inventor 


named Elijah McCoy. Among his 57 ° 
ents was one in the early 1870s for 
a “lubricator cup” to oil engine parts 
automatically so operators wouldn't 
have to shut down their machines to 


grease them. It was such a timesaver 


that buyers started insisting on 
machinery with “the real McCoy.” 


The deeper the ocean is, the saltier. 


Icelanders of old made bread out of 
moss. 

Consider Norway: the prime minister 
is a woman; eight out of the 18 
cabinet memnbers are women; all 
three political parties are headed by 
women. That country has been 
described as the world’s “most 
feminized” democracy. 

When Malaysians point, they point 
with the thumb, not the forefinger. 
The grown human is said to be the 
only mammal that routinely drinks 
milk. No other mammal, once 
weaned, does so. 
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- subscription will 


keep on coming! 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


Tropical Storms 


An unnamed tropical cy- 
; clone cut a path of death 


and destruction as it raged 

for almost three days across Sri 
Lanka and the southern tip of India. 
More than 250 people were killed, 
mostly in India’s Tamil Nadu state, 
where flash floods and massive tidal 
waves caused widespread damage. 
Typhoon Forrestcaused the death 

of three people during flash flooding 
and mudslides in six of Thailand's 
southernmost provinces. The storm 


- regained strength after passing over 


the waters of the Andaman Sea, and 


. was moving northward across the 


Bay of Bengal late in the week. 

The Pacific U.S. territory of Guam 
was lashed by its fourth typhoon 
within the past three months. Ty- 
phoon Hunt also brought high winds 
and heavy seas to the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 

Yet another storm, typhoon Gay, 
was gaining strength in the central 
Pacific. 


Volcano 


x Afurther increase in activ- 
ity from within Krakatoa 
prompted Indonesian 


authorities to restrict fishing and 
tourist vessels in the Straits of Sunda. 
Local fishermen have complained 
that their catch has been declining 
since Krakatoa reawakened, and 
believe related tremors have caused 
fish to leave the area. 


Euro Storm 


A fierce hemispheric 
storm uprooted trees and 

damaged buildings across 
France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
and Poland before finally bringing 
hurricane-force winds to southern 
Russia and Ukraine. In Ukraine, the 
hardest-hit areas were along the 
Dnepr River and near the Sea of 
Azov, where two people were killed, 


‘Mozambique 


Refugees 


Several regions of south- 
E E ern Russia are being over- 
run by packs of wolves 


fleeing the fighting in the Caucasus. 
According to the Stavropolskaya 
Pravda newspaper, the animals are 
being pushed northward by the 
rumblings of gunfire and explosions. 


Floods 


| For the week ending | 
November 20, 1992 
©1992 Chronicle Features 


tention to the annual event, but it 
serves as a reminder that the arctic 
night is settling in for the winter. 


Bat Invasion 


Large swarmsofbig brown 
bats have been harassing 
residents of Entebbe, 


Uganda. The New Vision newspa- 
per reported that officials are trying 
to calm the public who have com- 


4 


according to ITAR-Tass. Three days of uninter- plained that the invasion is “a catas- 
Starvation ; Pel rupted downpours brought trophe.” A game warden from the 
Hundreds of dugongs, an Earthquakes Albania its worst flooding Entebbe Zoological Center explained 

ks] endangered sea mammal, Amoderatetremorin Tajiki- in 30 years. Overflows from the Mati that the migration of bats is largely 
are reported to be starving [Ss] stanunleashedalandslide and Drinrivers covered tens of thou- ee by the continued destruction 

to death along the east coast of inthe Kulyab region which sands of acres of farmland, and of the forest where the species nor- 


Australia. About 60 carcasses have 
been found on beaches in southern 
Queenslandand northern NewSouth 
Wales during the past three months. 
The dugong feed on sea grass, and 
researchers fear that last summer's 
heavy flooding may have caused so 
much offshore silt and turbidity that 
there was not enough sunlight to 
sustain the marine plants. 


destroyed aschool, two houses, and 
an electric power substation. No in- 


. juries were reported. 


Earth movements were alsofelt in 
Greece, near the Mexican resort of 
Acapulco, the central border region 
between Chile and Argentina, north- 
ern and southern parts of California, 
eastern Idaho, and from eastern 
Ontario to northern New York. 


stranded people in their homes 
across the Lezhe region. 


Arctic Dusk 


ANN The sun set in Barrow, 
Alaska, on Nov. 18 and 
g ay won'trise again for 65 days. 


The Inupiant Eskimo village is the 
northernmost community in the U.S. 
and generally doesn't pay much at- 


mally shelter. Droppings from the 
animals are polluting food and water 
supplies, and students are reported 
to be wasting most of their time chas- 
ing the bats with stones as they 
swarm above theschoolcompounds. 
Additional Sources: India’s Central Weather 
Observatory, Thai Meteorological Department, 
U. S. Climate Analysis Center, U. S. Earth- 


quake Information Center, and the World Me- 
teorological Organization. 


Some people are born with a giff, 


others 
have to wait 


ee ee ee ee Se Ce 


Ct? sens, Pig Mew, Ne Re ee ed ty ea One ey ees, ey 


for a nice person 


to give them one...... 


| Gift Certificates Available | 


| Z oar - D \ ane 29 Pleasant Street, Northampton © 584-6762 
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THEFARSIDE By Gary Larson 


Wellington held out some beads and other trinkets, but That night, Captain Macintyre was killed by a ¢ ¢ 
the islanders had sent their fiercest lawyers — some of following sea. weekly brainstorming session. 
whom were chanting, “Sue him! Sue him!” ; 


." Mona Lisa 
Collection 


As Seen in 


POP-CULTURE |. 


ARTIFACTS 
FOR SELF & HOME 


Current Shows: 


25% OFF 


Turquoise and Pink: The 50's Faux Fur P illbox Hats (Reg. $25) 
__ Fonz and Disco: The 70's and Pillows (Reg. 935) 
place * 2nd Floor * Northampton ¢ MA e (413)586-915] 
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T2t ANNUAL 


PooDLeE 
TEA CUP pICNIC 
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Zoombies: the driving dead gate es 
“He’s got one shot left, Murray — and then he’s ours!” 


21992 Unrversai Press Syndicate 


Es That right? Yon She actually Said 
Know, I ee did. es that Gan clon. 
for her very much... could you | je 

Tt beat suraise me.S phone fr just Q S&ond?) 


d by Universal Press Syndicate 


PLEASE WAIT" 
TRUMPET 
AUDITIONS \N 

PROGRESS 


hutup! Z'll reguegitate 
something Iqter/ 


Mic 7 
SES TES 


s 
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by IoGckk SALLoom 


It's not easy saying good- 


bye. 


| had this girlfriend. Her 
way of saying good-bye was to let 
me catch her with another guy. 

Saying good-bye isn't so 
bad if you don’t care about 
someone. 

It's easiest if you owe them 
money. 

| think the trick is to not 
care about anyone who will move 
away or die before you do. 

Or you can do what | do. 
Let everybody you've ever cared 
about live inside you. Then you 
can see them and talk to them 
any time you want. They can live 
there forever! 

After a few years, though, 
it does get a little crowded. 
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I'LL GET You FOR THIS / 
You AND YOUR SNEAKY 


So IT WAS YOU THE WHOLE 
TIME! YOURE THE ONE 
WHOS BEEN 
SENDING ME 
INSULTS. IN 
THE MAIL” 


AND SKULL DRAWINGS / 


You AND T ARE THROUGH’ 

TLL TEACH YOU To TRICK TS JUST 

ME, YOU BIG HAIRBALL! THAT WAS A 
<\| TERRIBLE, 

NASTY, ANFUL 

THING T DO, 


AND TLL NEVER 
FORGIN.. HUH? 


HELLO? ... NO, MY MoM 
CANT COME To THE PHONE 
RIGHT NOW. 


THEN TLL FILE THEM 

INTO POINTS, SO TLL 

HAVE CLAWS JUST 
LIKE NOU. 


I'M GROWING MY 
FINGERNAILS LONG. 


LOOK HOBBES, I GOT A 
PAINT - BY- NUMBERS KIT/ 


NUMBERS . 


CODES AND PASTED LETTERS 


BUT YOURE NOT PAINTING 
IN THE LINES AND You'RE 
NOT USING THE COLORS 
THAT CORRESPOND TO THE 


You CAN TELL A GOOD SPY 
BY HIS OMINOUS LOGO. 


ALTHOUGH, REALLY, 
THE SKULL DRANINGS 


HENYYNY, YOU'RE 
RIGHT! IT /S 
FUNNY? HA HA 
HA! OK! WE'RE 
PALS AGAIN J 


Slus|iae 
Bien] ’ 
Ray (hla / 


OILIDUAS Ps0ig FEROAUN Aq PoNqIsIVOsIOULAL Z661 O 


YoU WRITE IT DOWN, HE MUST NOT HAVE 
DRIVE IT OVER HERE, 

PAY ME FIVE BUCKS, AND 
TLL GWE IT TO HER THE » 


NEXT TIME I SEE HER. 


Mae 


WANTED TO TALK TO 
MOM VERN BAD. 


ve 


3 


“TWN 


BYEaPUAS Sso1g FESWOAUN Aq PaINquis:q/UOSIONE MA Z66, 


NO RETRACTABLE CLANS, 
NO OPPOSABLE TOES, 
NO PREHENSILE TAIL, 
NO COMPOUND EXES, 
NO FANGS, No WINGS. 


~ SIGHYH.-. 
/ 


MINE ARE 


RETRACTABLE . 


Ie 


\ 
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IF I DID THAT. 
I'D GET THE 

PICTURE THEY 
SHOW ON THE 
BOX ! 


WHY DONT You JUST PLAY 
CHICKEN” ON THE RAILROAD 
TRACKS? \T WOULD _- 
BE A CHEAPER 

WAY TO TOY WITH 
DEATH, I'M SURE. 


MOMS SO 
PRACTICAL . 


OK, CHARLIE, GINME 
BACK THAT TIP.” 


WELL, LETS SAY You «AND BEHIND THE MACHINE 
WANT 25 DOLLARS. YOU THERES A GUY WITH A 
PUNCH IN THE AMOUNT... PRINTING PRESS WH 
MAKES THE 
8| MONEY AND 
=) STICKS, IT 


I'VE BEEN MANIPULATED! | ANOTHER | FROM NOW ON, 
MY NATURAL ARTISTIC BLOW TO | TLL CONNECT 
TALENT HAS BEEN USED | CREATIVE | THE DOTS MY 
«AGAINST MY WILL TO CREATE | INTESRITY.] OAM WAY. 
> SOME CORPORATE ENTITYS 
* CRYDE IDEA OF NATERFONL! 
= IT'S QUTRAGEOUS! 


= 
T KNOW! WHO 
WANTS To DRAW 
A WweK ee LF 
SURE DIDNT! 
S| THEY MADE ME! 


THIS CONNECT-THE- DoTS 
BOOK REALLY MAKES ME 
MAD! LOOK 
AT THIS. 


MY BILLS ALWAYS 


\ E PACE OF 
SE ote DIE IN SUBCONMITTEE . 


TECHNOLOGY, I PROPOSE 

WE LEAVE MATH TO THE 

MACHINES AND GO PLAY 
OUTSIDE. 


MISS WORMWoOD, MY DAD 
SAYS WHEN HE WAS IN 
SCHOOL, THEN TAUGHT HIM 

YO DO MATH ON A SLIDE RULE. 


HE SAYS HE HASNT USED A 
SLIDE RULE SINCE, BECAUSE 
HE Gor A FINE-BUCK 
CALCULATOR THAT CAN DO 
MORE FUNCTIONS THAN HE 
COULD FIGURE OUT IF _HIS 
LIFE DEPENDED ON IT. 

| 
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NOT THINKING ABOUT 

TT WONT MAKE IT 

Go AWN, You KNoW/ 
fil > 


\ 


MEETING SMILE AFTER 
SA-MI--ILE, 
IN THE Aig THERE'S A 
FEEHEEL (NG OF 
CHRISTMASSS ... °d 
y\ fre: 
\ ‘ pe 
wa 


e/ 


Pe 


F// / in EZ 
COMICS AND... 


Comics & Games 


A8 North Pleasant Street 
(next to Fire Station) 


Hours: 11AM-7PM Monday-Saturday 
11A4m-5PM Sunday 


(413)253-3480 


Comics & Games 


pe eo a ‘ ¥ 
~*. “ SS = me 


yBestiin Comics 


Issues 


Rolel Playing) and 
Strategy Games 


Rental 

Specializing in 
American and 

Japanese Animation 


We Buy Used 
omices & Games 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


The neighbor who lives on my left dropped in to visit the 
day after the presidential election. A professional politician by trade 
and disposition, she wanted to borrow a cup of kindness in order to 
help my neighboron therightovercomehisintense fear of the future. 

“TI won’t be returming any kindness to you due tothe ban on 
quid pro quo deals, but I will have my son mow the lawn of the non- 
profit agency of your choice.” she proffered. “Is it a deal?” 

“Yeah, sure.” I looked up to see the pol grinning from ear 
to ear to ear to ear. “Why are you so happy,” I asked, trying to recall 
if the video inventory of my possessions was up to date. 

“Oh, I’m just so glad about the snag in the White House. 
We’ve waited a long time for this to happen.” 

“What snag?” I was as confused as a blind man learning to 
classify olives. “Aren’t you happy Clinton was elected?” - 

It turns out that in this Pretentious Age of Perpetual 
Acronyms (PAPA) we have, for the first time, a Sensitive New Age 
Guy forpresident, and Bill Clinton isit. To getan idea of what having 
aSNAG in the White House will mean, we talked with the editor of 
New Age Guy magazine (NAGMAG). 

Priority one is the conversion of the Pentagon War Room, 
historically the quintessential male gathering spot in America, into 
a sweat lodge. Military accoutrements will be removed from the 
walls and replaced by limited-edition reproductions of the emblems 
of indigenous peoples. Insignia on military uniforms will include 
patches representing favorite SNAG causes: Audubon Society for 
the Air Force, Cousteau Society for the Navy, World Wildlife Fund 
for the Army and Amnesty International for the Marines. 

NAGMAG sources indicate the division of household 
chores has Bill doing the shopping and ironing while Hilary gets the 
trash and vacuuming responsibilities. Car maintainance is being 
discussed in counseling. Emptying Socks’ litter box remains the 
major stumbling block. The Hot Line now connected to the Kremlin 
will be transferred to the Home Shopping Network. 

Altering the pomp of circumstance, visiting heads of state 
will be allowed into the White House kitchen after formal dinners 
to choose their tea from the myriad of Celestial Seasonings boxes 
above the fridge. Caffeinated-tea drinkers will be offered a Chinese 
take-out tea bag. 

We know the Reagans had a White House astrologer. Can 
we expect the Clintons to employ a channel? If the president-elect 
thinks he had a hard time during the election answering questions 
about his past, wait until he has to explain his past lives. 

The short list for Cabinet posts is in, with Shirley Maclaine 
the obvious choice for Secretary of the Interior. Bemie Siegal will 
operate as Surgeon General. John Bradshaw as Secretary of Educa- 
tion and Sinbad as Secretary of the Navy are also set. 

Rather than legislate by majority rule, Congress will be 
asked to govern by consensus. House and Senate leaders will 
henceforth be known as facilitators. Instead of banging a gavel to 
bring the chamber to order, facilitators will use a voice-mail phone 
tree to politely ask for people’s attention. In deference to some 
members of society, the position of Congressional Whip will be 
renamed Congressional Naughty-Person. 

I want to inject a note of caution here. As with most 
SNAGs, Clinton’s personality is a patina of modemity fashioned on 
a bedrock of Neanderthalism. How else to explain the love affair 
SNAGs have with cigars and golf. We’ll be watching, Bill. Remem- 
ber, the marriage is rarely as passionate as the honeymoon. 
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BD, TAKING SAM 70 WORK 


WevinIA Pets EecA © Pts OS Poems 


FORGET, 
SOTHIS HARRIS. NO 
ISTHE WAY YOURE 


TIME T0 MOVE YOU'VE GOT 
ON,POP GAIN- A gd 


NOW, SAMANTHA, I WANT 
YOU 10 BE GOOD AS GOLD, 
OKAY? YOUR DADDY HASA 
FEW MISGIVINGS ABOUT ME, 
AND WE HAVE 70 SHOW 

HIM HE CAN TRUST _. (7x, 
8, GOT IT? 


e NO,I DIONT — HIAM..musy 
Hi 


IT, END OF SUBJECT. 
WHO'S AT THE DOOR? 


I TOOK CARE OF ALEX 
DOONESBURY. FOR YEARS! 
I KNOW HOW 70 COM- 
MUNICATE WITH KIDS! 
IM... IM... WHATS 
THE WORD? ; 


meme 
(Dp: Vi 
es UI EETHEART. 


AW) 
HERE YOU WILL HAVE THE 
CHANCE TO CHOOSE A mosT 
VERY LUCKY TO EXCELLENT LIFESTYLE —THAT 


BEACH SUCH OF THE SURFER. 17/5 HERE 
(Me Ge OSA THAT TRUE DUDES AND 


WE BOTH HAVE T0 WORK, 
AND WE HAVEN'T BEEN 
ARLE TO FIND AFFORDARLE, 
RELIABLE CHILD CARE 
ANYWHERE! 


I GOTA BAD FEELING 
ABOUT HIRING ZONKER, 
BOOPSIE, REALLY BAD... \\ i 


As 


YEAH, I JUST HAVE ONE QUES- 


TION: WHEN ARE WE GOING 70 
FINALLY ROUND UP THE BABy- 


EDOIE! ~— STOP. BOTHERING 

AWAY MISS STRAIGAND, 
FROM THE SHAUNA! 
CAMERA! 


THE SURF IS AN AWESOME 
TEACHER OF LIFE. IT CAN 
LIFT YOU TO UNIMAGINABLE 
JOY, ANP JUST AS EASILY 
SEND YOU CRASHING INTO A 
CHASM OF DES-_ 

FAIR. ALLTHIS 


ISNT IT NICE JUST 
KNQUWING THAT OUR UITTLE 
GIRL-15 BEING TUCKED SAFELY 
INTO BED BY SOMEONE 
KNQWAND \ 

TRUST ? 


TOPIC A? WHITHER THE 
GOP INTHE FUTURE, AND 
EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, 
WHO WILL LEADIT THERE? 


CHILD CARE AT MALIBU. 


Nbd YES, GIFTS COVER. TEN BUCKS TOSS 
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VIET JACKETS © KIDS OVERALLS © DATE Bookseo 
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EARRINGS 


BOOKS 
CANDLES 


STONE CARVINGS 


ae fierce 
POUCHES 
Lob BAGS 


WALLETS 


TIN - 
PAPER MACHE 


AND NECKLACES, SOAPS , MUGS, 
BRACELETS, BARRETIES , ScARIES, 
SLIPPER SockS, JOURNALS, CARDS 
BASKETS, POSTERS SUNGLASSES, - 


:MERCANTILE 


AMHERST NORTHAM PION 
CARRIAGE SHOPS = 18 CENTER ST 
ee T DAYS oe 


eoSLITAID Ved eoSLYH eSQA7INVD UBZDVILe 


-\@ GUATAMALAN CLOTHING @® HAMPERS © SKIRTS©® BRES SES © TAPESTRIE SO 


SDAA eS FIVINDIAN eSONIAAY 


3 
“SHIRTS © TEA POTS © TAPESTRIESe 
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JUST IN TIME FOR 
HOLLY-DAY SHOPPING 


 KARAVAN IMPORTS 


has 


MOVED!!! 


Whether you celebrate 


CHANUKKAH, CHRISTMAS, 


or 
KWANZAA 
you'll find that perfect gift in our 


BIGGER, BETTER STORE. 
at 180 MAIN ST 
(corner of Old South St & Main St) 
Join us for our 
CRAND RE-OPENING © >> 
SATURDAY, NOV. 28 


180 Main St Northampton 585-0815 
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